
 

 

City of Elkins 
Municipal Properties Committee Meeting 

 
May 17, 2023 

9:00 AM 
401 Davis Avenue 

Council Chamber, 2nd Floor 
 

 
AGENDA 

1. Call to order and roll call 
2. Public comment 
3. Minutes 
  a. Proposed minutes for the meeting of April 19, 2023. 
4. Reports 
  a. Elkins Main Street 
5. New business 
  a. Darden House 
  b. EFD use of city-owned property in Third Ward for a training site. 
  c. Memorandum of understanding between Kump Education Center and City of 

Elkins 
  d. Maintenance of city hall garden beds 
6. Announcements 
7. Adjournment 
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CITY OF ELKINS 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 

 

Meeting Date: May 17, 2023 

Section: New business 

Category: Presentation 

Agenda Item Name: Darden House 

Recommended By: At chair's request. 

Summary: Discusson of Darden House.  

Fiscal Impact: n/a 

Recommendation: Discussion item 

Attachments: 1. Darden House site visit report - 2021 
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CITY OF ELKINS 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 

 

Meeting Date: May 17, 2023 

Section: New business 

Category: Action Item 

Agenda Item Name: EFD use of city-owned property in Third Ward for a training site. 

Recommended By: Chief Himes, EFD 

Summary: EFD proposes to use a city-owned property in Third Ward as a 
training site. Plans do not involve erection of permanent structures.  

Fiscal Impact: The city owns this property and so there would be no cost to acquire. 
The only costs would be for EFD purchase of Conex boxes (shipping 
containers) for storage and training equipment.  

Recommendation: 
 

Attachments: 1. training center proposal 
2. training center 
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Elkins Fire Department
216 4th Street Elkins, WV 26241 

TRAINING CENTER PROPOSAL

PURPOSE: The purpose of the proposed training center is to provide public safety resources with a 
location and facility to perform skills based and scenario-based training.  No such facility exists on the 
local level.

STATEMENT OF BENEFIT: When firefighters receive their initial training certification, there are several 
job performance requirements that must be taught and evaluated.  Many times, these skills may or may 
not be utilized ever again.  Some examples of these are standpipe operations, forcible entry, victim 
rescue, downed firefighter removal, and vertical ventilation.  For members of the fire department to 
keep these skills sharp and honed, some type of facility is necessary.  This proposed facility can 
represent a building or structure that can be filled with non-toxic theatrical smoke and include necessary 
props to simulate these tasks.  It can be used for team-based scenario training.  Anytime we have a need 
for this type of facility, it requires members to travel thus removing them from the area and unavailable 
for emergency responses.  

One gap in our last ISO evaluation was the lack of such a facility.  With the addition of it, we can gain 
points in the next evaluation that will surely work toward lowering to the next protection class, saving 
every single property owner money in insurance premiums, and improve every member’s capability in 
performance of their duties.

Additionally, we can share use of this facility with the police department for simulation of crime scene 
investigation and documentation, basic SWAT training, entry and room clearing.  

The location is of benefit in that members on duty can respond to calls while using the facility, due to its 
proximity to the city.  The implementation of this project can also be performed with a modular 
approach over time, making additions and improvements as funding is available to do so.

The non-monetary benefit is the creation of a project for the members of both departments to get 
involved in and provides a teamwork approach to ensure completion. 

BUDGET AND COST BENEFIT: This project can be completed at a fraction of the cost of a purchased 
building.  Many companies use these same proposed containers to construct training buildings for fire 
departments all over the country.  We have the resources at the local level to do much of this work 
ourselves.  There is zero cost in property acquisition.  We can work with other entities such as the 
Mountain School, YouthBuild, or the Randolph County Technical Center for assistance with specific 
components such as interior walls, roof ventilation prop, bailout windows, etc. This will also encourage 
and create collaboration opportunities within other city departments.
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Elkins Fire Department
216 4th Street Elkins, WV 26241 

BUDGET AND COST BENEFIT (cont.)

With a theoretical budget of $50,000, it is our belief that the following can be accomplished.

Site work and stone-$5,000

3- 40-foot containers- $12,000 ($4,000 each)

Forcible entry door-$12,000

Roof prop-$4,000

Standpipe riser - $500

Safety railing - $2,500

Material cost can affect the budget, but we have a significant buffer to account for inflation, or to add 
items not yet identified.  

Long-term goals could be to add a second floor.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephen Himes, BS, NRP

Fire Chief
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CITY OF ELKINS 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 

 

Meeting Date: May 17, 2023 

Section: New business 

Category: Action Item 

Agenda Item Name: Memorandum of understanding between Kump Education Center and 
City of Elkins 

Recommended By: 
 

Summary:   

Fiscal Impact: 
 

Recommendation: 
 

Attachments: 1. Proposed new MOU between KC and COE 
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1

Memorandum of Understanding
Between

The City of Elkins
and

The Kump Education Center

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made and entered into between the 

City of Elkins, a municipal corporation (“City”) and the Kump Education Center, Inc., a 

nonprofit corporation (“Center”). City and Center may be collectively referred to herein as the 

Parties.

RECITALS

Whereas, the City is the owner of the real property and structures known as the historic

Kump House, (“Property”) located at 401 South Randolph Avenue, Elkins, W.Va., said 

property having been gifted to the City by Mary Gamble Kump, daughter of Governor H. G. 

Kump.

Whereas, the Center is a non-profit 501(c) (3) corporation which was formed to further 

the purposes of preservation, education and the declared wishes of the endowed trust of Mary

Gamble Kump.

Whereas, the Parties enter into this MOU to establish the roles and responsibilities 

between City and Center, concerning the maintenance, use and operation of the Property.

AGREEMENT

1. The Center will have use of the Property for the stated goals of its organization to 

further the preservation and education purposes.  Any use of the property for any purpose other 

than by the Center shall be scheduled and coordinated with the Center and approved by the 

City.

2. In consideration of the use of the Property, the Center will make efforts to procure 

funding for improvements to the Property. The source of the funding may be from grants, 

donations or other public or  and  private sources. All funding sources requiring matching 
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2

funds shall be presented to the City for its consideration and approval. The City will cooperate 

with the Center in the procurement of the funding as the owner of the Property.

3. The Center and City agree that all fund-raising efforts shall be under the direction of 

the Center and that the City shall not have any responsibility for or control over the actions of 

the Center. The Center agrees to inform the City of all fund-raising efforts.

4. During the term of this MOU, the Center shall maintain its non-profit 501(c) (3) 

corporation status. If the status of the Center changes for any reason, the Center shall inform 

the City of such change.

5. The City and the Center agree to consult together to resolve issues of building 

standards for safety, maintenance and historic integrity. Any issues concerning building 

standards will be in compliance with all Federal and State laws. Any non-emergency capital 

improvements in an amount above five hundred dollars ($500.00) done on the Property shall 

be approved in advance by the City’s Operations Department.

6. The Center shall make quarterly written reports to the City concerning the Property, 

including information but not limited to the following: 1) status of work, 2) plans for 

improvements, 3) efforts to obtain funding and  4) any events or activities planned by the 

Center,  and 5) financial  information ,including the financial status of the Kump House 

Endowment Trust.  The Center will, upon reasonable notice from the City, make available for 

inspection its financial records related to the Property.

7. This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. It is further understood 

that all work done by the Center on the Property will be done by volunteers or licensed 

contractors. Any request to have assistance of City employees concerning the Property shall 

be made to the City’s Operations Department.

Page 19 of 22



3

8. The partial or total invalidity of one or more parts of this MOU will not affect the 

intent or validity or remaining parts of this MOU.

9. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of 

the State of West Virginia.

10. This MOU may be modified or amended, only upon written consent of both Parties. 

The terms and conditions of this MOU shall remain in effect for a period of one year from the 

effective date of this MOU, or terminated as mutually agreed, or upon ninety (90) days written 

notice by either Party. The term will be renewed automatically from year to year at the 

conclusion of the term, unless otherwise agreed upon by the Parties.

11. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Center shall defend, indemnify and

hold harmless City, its officers, representatives, agents and employees against any and all suits, 

damages, costs, fees, claims, demands, causes of action, losses, liabilities and expenses, 

including without limitation attorneys’ fees, arising or resulting directly or indirectly from any 

act or omission of the Center or its assistants, employees or agents, including all claims relating 

to the injury or death of any person or damage to any property.

12. Throughout the term of this Agreement, the Center shall, at no cost to City, obtain 

and maintain for a Special Event held on the Property, a Special Events Liability and Property 

Insurance policy on a per occurrence basis, with a minimum combined single limit coverage 

of $1,000,000 per occurrence for all damages due to bodily injury, sickness or disease, or death 

to any person, and damage to property, including the loss of use thereof. As a condition 

precedent to City’s obligation under this Agreement, the Center shall furnish written evidence 

of such coverage for each of the Special Events held on the Property, with a Certificate of 

Insurance, naming City, its officers and employees as additional insureds on the Liability and 

Property insurance policy.
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4

13. The City shall maintain General Liability and Property Insurance on the Property 

at its expense.  In addition, the City shall maintain insurance coverage for personal property 

and contents on and contained in the Property. 

14. This MOU contains the entire understanding between the Parties with respect to the 

subject matter herein.

In Witness Whereof, this MOU is executed by the City of Elkins and by the Kump 

Education Center, Inc. as of the date below. 

City of Elkins Kump Education Center, Inc.

By: ________________________ By: ________________________ 
          Jerry A. Marco, Mayor

Its: ________________________

Date: ________________________ Date: ________________________
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CITY OF ELKINS 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 

 

Meeting Date: May 17, 2023 

Section: New business 

Category: Action Item 

Agenda Item Name: Maintenance of city hall garden beds 

Recommended By: 
 

Summary:   

Fiscal Impact: 
 

Recommendation: 
 

Attachments: None 
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